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werden nicht mehr angelegt. Seit 1935 setzt man 
mit besonderer Vorliebe die PINUS BRUTIA. 

Die PINUS BRUTIA gehört dem erweiterten 
Formenkreis der Aleppokiefer an, zeigt aber 
größere Unempfindlichkeit gegen Dürre, Wind 
und Kälte, wächst daher auch in größeren Höhen 
und ist noch dazu raschwüchsiger. Neuerdings 
sind erfreulich verlaufende Versuche mit der aus 
NordamerikaeingeführtenCUPRESSUSARIZONA 
durchgeführt worden, die sich durch noch größere 
Frostunempfindlichkeit auszeichnet. 

Die griechischen Forstbehörden sind auf dem 
besten Wege einer periodischen forstwirtschaft­
lichen Planung. Der Weg für die griechischen 
Forstleute wird sehr lang und mühevoll sein; 
aber eines Tages werden die Mühen und An­
strengungen der Männer belohnt werden, die 
heute unter denkbar schwierigsten finanziellen 
und technischen Verhältnissen und unter viel­
fachen Anfeindungen der ländlichen Bevölkerung 
ihrem großen Ziele entgegengehen. 

Gerade für die Waldverhältnisse im Peloponnes, 
die walderhaltenden und aufbauenden Kräfte, gilt 
der treffende Satz W. Mantels (1949, S. 4): 

„Eine angewandte Forstpolitik ist forstliche 
Landesplanung!" 
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Entwicklung und Verteilung 
deutscher und polnischer Niederlassungen in Milwaukee 

Zusammenfassung: Deutsche und Polen stellen die beiden 
größten Nationalitätengruppen Milwaukees und machen 
zusammen mehr als die Hälfte der Bevölkerung aus. In 
ihrer Siedlungsweise verhalten sie sich grundverschieden. 
Die Deutschen - die größere Gruppe - finden sich fast 
gleichmäßig über die ganze Stadt hin verteilt. Die Polen 
dagegen zeigen starke Tendenz zum Zusammenschluß. 
Die vorliegende Arbeit stellt den Versuch einer Erklä­
rung der unterschiedlichen Siedlungsweise dar. 

Seit 1839 trafen Deutsche in Milwaukee ein, das von 
da ab Umschlagplatz auf dem Wege der Einwanderer in 
das Innere Amerikas war. Sie fanden günstiges Klima 
und reichliche natürliche Hilfsquellen, und die vorhande­
nen Arbeitsmöglichkeiten waren ihnen bekannt. Ge­
lernte Arbeiter wurden zusätzlich aus Deutschland heran­
gezogen. Um 1900 waren 70% der Bevölkerung Mil­
waukees deutscher Abstammung. Ihre große Zahl, der 
damit gegebene Zusammenhalt bewahrte den Charakter 
der Gruppe. Erfahren im Handel und vielen Gewerbe­
zweigen, setzten sie sich nicht nur in bestimmten Bezir­
ken, sondern in der ganzen Stadt durch. Sie paßten sich 
der Stadtentwicklung an und gliederten sich dem an­
wachsenden Siedlungskörper ein. 

Polen trafen erst gegen 1870 ein, als Milwaukee das 
größte deutsche Zentrum in den Vereinigten Staaten war. 
Viele Polen mit deutschen Sprachkenntnissen gingen ge­
rade deshalb dorthin. Darüber hinaus bot die Industrie 
ungelernten Arbeitern Beschäftigung. Die Polen ließen 
sich in der Nähe der Werksanlagen in 2 Bezirken nieder. 
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1. im NE entlang dem Milwaukee River, 2. im südlichen
Zentrum der Stadt. Während sich das erste Gebiet auf
natürliche Weise im Laufe der Zeit auflöste, blieb die
Hauptniederlassung der Polen im südlichen Zentrum der
Stadt rein polnisch und in Ausdehnung begriffen. Ur­
sprünglich bot diese Gegend Beschäftigung in der Indu­
strie und unbegrenzte, billige Siedlungsflächen und war
außerdem Mittelpunkt des kirchlichen Lebens.
r, Mit ihren großen Familien ist die polnische Bevölke­
rungsgruppe auch heute noch zahlenmäßig im Wachsen.
In den übrigen Stadtteilen tritt sie kaum in Erscheinung
und nimmt im NO sogar zahlenmäßig ab. Aber sie besitzt
die unbestrittene Vormacht im südlichen Zentrum. Der 
deutsche Bevölkerungsanteil ist in seiner re  la t i  v e n
zahlenmäßigen Bedeutung ständig zurückgegangen, stellt
aber noch immer bei weitem den größten Prozentsatz der 
Gesamtbevölkerung. Im Zuge der Entwicklung von
Milwaukee durch mehr als ein Jahrhundert ging das all­
gegenwärtige und bestimmende deutsche Element in der
wachsenden Stadt auf und bildet heute einen integrieren­
den Bestandteil der städtischen Bevölkerung.

Milwaukee's two largest nationality groups are the 
Germans and the Poles. About a third of its peoplc 
are of German birth or descent 1), and a fifth of Pol­
ish. Together they comprise over half the city's pop­
ulation, which numbers about 640,000. (Milwaukee 
is the largest city in the state of Wisconsin, and 
thirteenth largest in the United States.) 

Of the f o r e i g n - b o r n persons in the city, 
nearly half are either German or Polish. In no other 
!arge city in the United States do just two nationa­
lities make up so high a proportion of the foreign­
born population.

One might ask, "Why are these two groups present 
in such numbers?" and "Why has the settlement distri-­
bution pattern of each evolved so differently?" for 
today the Germans are everywhere, but the Poles are 
mainly in two distinct districts. Following is at least 
a partial answer to these questions. 

The Germans 
The base of Milwaukee's population is German. 

Milwaukee, by a substantial margin, has a greater 
proportion of German stock than any other United 
States city of significant size 2). At the start of this 
century, persons of German birth or descent made 
up 70 per cent of Milwaukee's population, and even 
today, despite the more reccnt influx of eastern and 
southern Europeans, they are still predominant. 
Covering the city like a carpet, they are the warp and 
woof into which the other elements have been hetero­
geneously woven to produce the present population 
pattern. 

1) lt should be pointed out that although this paper
concerns itself with Germans, as such, Milwaukee does have 
substantial numbers of other G e r m  a n  - s p e  a k i n  g 
nationalities. Most numerous among these are the Austrians, 
the city's t h i r d largest nationality group. The presence 
of these other German-speaking groups adds to the Ger­
man "character" of the city considerably. 

2) Bureau of the Census, 1950 Ccnsus of Population,
Series PC-14, No. 20, Table 13: "Nativity and Parentage 
of the Foreign White Stock ... for Cities with 50,000 or 
More Foreign White Stock"; Paul McMahon: "Customs of 
Old World Still Alive in Milwaukee", Thc Milwaukee 
Journal, October 5, 1947. 

One of the best available guides to the distribution 
of a given nationality group as a whole is the location 
of its foreign-born. The location of German foreign­
born (that is, persons born in Germany) in Milwau­
kee is indicative of the high degree of dispersion of 
the entire German element there. 

Compare MAP I (Distribution of Total Population 
in Milwaukee, 1950) with MAP II (Distribution o.f 
German Foreign-Born in Milwaukee, 1950), both 
prepared from cenms tract figures of the 1950 United 
States Census of Population. In spite of some notice­
able differences, there is an over-all similarity between 
the two distribution patterns, which illustrates the 
uniformity of German assimilation. How did this 
come about? 

Map I: Distribution of total population 
in Milwaukee, 1950 

Each dot represents 300 persons. 
Total population, 1950: 637, 392. 

In 1839 the first sizable band of Germans landed 
in Milwaukee. At that time, before an integrated 
railroad system reached westward, it was a transfer 
point on the Great Lakes wafer route which many 
immigrants followed into America's agricultural in­
terior. Because the rough trip on the lakes was 
fatiguing-ofl:en more so than the ocean voyage-these 
people stopped off to rest in the village of Milwaukee 
before moving inland to take up farms. They had 
heard that land in the region ahead, to the west, was 
both productive and cheap. The climate was similar 
to that of their former homes. The law was liberal 
and just. There they would be able to practise farming 
successfully with the methods they knew. And so most 
of them moved on, but a few remained in the village 
- the nucleus of a new German settlement.
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The trail, once laid, widened into a highway . 
Arr ival  in Milw aukee of over a thousand Germans a 
week during the summers of 1 843  and 1 844 w as not 
unusual. Unrest in  Europe and the Revolution o.f 
1 848  in Germany resulted in a continuing flood of 
emigration, a considerable part of which was attracted 
to Mil w aukee by reports emanating from the pros­
perous, growing settlement. Literature praising the 
fav orable climate and plentiful resources was printed 
in Milw aukee and sent to Germany. Printed guides 
for immigrants proved effective in bringing settlers. 
Letters, too, were successful propaganda (those of one 
man alone reportedly having brought two thousand 
people from Darmstadt) . And in New York, where 
immigrants first landed, the D e u t s c h e G e s e 1 1  -
s c h a f t agency and representatives from Wisconsin 
w ere solicitous about forwarding baggage and supply­
ing information on how to reach Milwaukee. The 
n umber of Germans in  Milwaukee increased at a 
rapid rate 3) .

In  1 846, the  year of Milwaukee's , incorporation as 
a city ,  and only seven y ears after the first group of 
Germans had arrived, half the population of 1 0,000 
w as German-born. A "little Germany" appeared first 
in the downto w n  area, and then spread toward the 
northwest, the only di rection in which it could freely 
expand w ithout encountering undesirable l and or sec­
tions already inhabited. 

The German immigrants had a wide variety of 
occupations and were therefore able to find employ­
ment or set up bus inesses i n  all parts of the city. Many 
of these Germans were artisans .  The city experienced 
an ever-increasing industrial trend, which in  turn 
further stimulated German immigration . Industrialists 
found  their enterprises flourishing, due to the growing 
markets and to the proximity of  bountiful resources­
grains, catt le, lumber, and  so  on. However, they could 
not secure, locally , enough ski l led labor trained in the 
manufacture of thei r products .  But they knew where 
i t  might be obtained.  Malts ters , such as Pabst, Mi ller, 
Schlitz , and Blatz ,  sent to Germany for thei r brau­
meisters. The Gal l uns ,  the Pfisters an d Vogels, a nd  
the Trostels asked for tanners. I nd ustry w as in a stage 
of gro w th.  Butcher shops were growing into pack ing 
plants ; cabinet- maki ng shops into fu rniture establ i sh­
ments ; an d b akeries i nto bread  an d b iscuit factories . 
Tailor shops w ere becoming cloth i ng fac tories, an d 
tan neries began man ufacturi ng boots an d shoes . All 
these in dustries u t i l ized  trained German workers . 

Th e year 1 8 7 0  fou n d  Milwaukee the larges t German 
settlement i n  the United Stares. The majority of Ger­
mans lived in what w as then the northw es t section 
(the near north central section now ) .  I n  one w ard 
(civil s ubdivision ) of this predominantly German 
section e v er y adult was a native of Germany. 

Relinquishing ol d areas then, German settlemen t 
gradually spread in all direc tions bu t mainly to the 

3 ) William Geo rge Bruce: A Short History of Milwaukee, 
Milwa ukee 1 936, p. 67 ; H. Russell Austin: The Milwaukee 
Stor y, Milwaukee 1 946, p. 66 ; Pa tricia E. Gilbert: " Mil­
wa ukee Once Kno wn as Athens of America " ,  The Mil ­
waukee Jo urnal, April 22, 1 939 ; Bayrd Still: Milwaukee : 
the Histor y of a City, Madison 1 948, pp. 74, 1 13 ,  1 3 1 .  

north and west into the area that appears densest on 
MAP II, and which is where even now the greatest 
concentration of them is found. This concentration 
does not depart strikingly from the t o t a 1 popula­
tion distribution pattern, but it is the only concen­
tration of any sort to be found among the Germans. 

Map II: Distribution of German fo reign-born 
in Milwaukee, 1950 

Each dot  represents 10  German fo re ign-born ,  
to the nearest  1 0 . 

Tota l  German foreign-born : 1 8 ,  2 5 9 .  
Source o f  data : U .  S .  Cen sus, 1 950 .  

The peak of German domi nance was 1 9 00 ,  when 
70 per cent of M i lwaukeeans stemmed from German  
ori g ins . After that , the s trong federat i on  Bismarck 
had  bu i l t  and ,uns tabl e  economi c  con d i t ions i n  the 
Un i ted Stares caused a declin e  i n  German em igration . 
At the same tim e  the wave  of immigrat ion from 
eas tern an d sou thern Europe had  begun and wa s  
decreasi ng  the r e 1 a t i v e numerical im portance of 
the Germans. I n  1 9 1 0, only 5 3  per cent of Milwaukee­
an s were of German descent. By 1 9 30  the figure had  
d ropped to  abou t 4 5  per cent, an d by 1 940 to  4 1  per 
cent. Since then it has decli ned somewhat further, but 
exact percentages are difficult to obtai n 4) .  

Bu t duri ng all this time, over a hundred years, the 
process of assimi lat ion w as activ e. Because of thei r 
!arge n umbers, cl in ging together to preserve i dentifi­
cation as a group early outgrew its usefulness. The 
Germans were skilled in a wi de variety of trades and
occupations and so foun d their opportun ities not only 
i n  certain districts but throughou t the city. They ad­
justed with the city through its formative stages and 
were amalgamated into its mass as it grew and spread. 

4 ) Austin ( 1 ), p .  1 40 ; Still ( 1 8 ), pp. 259, 453. 
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Today, therefore, the Germans are numerous in al l 
parts of the city in proportion to the total population, 
and numbering weil over 200, 000, are Milwaukee 's 
predominant nationality group. 

The Poles 

The Poles, in contrast to the Germans, have shown 
marked segregative tendencies. 

There are more than 1 20, 00 0 persons of Polish 
birth or descent in Milwaukee. I n  spite of their sub­
stantial number, most of them live in two distinct 
locali ties : 

( 1 )  the south central section (the main Polish 
district ) ;

(2) al ong the Milwaukee River in the northeast. 
Both these areas appear promi nently on MAP I II, 
which shows the distribution of Polish foreign-born 
i n  1 9 5 0. 

M ap !l I :  Distribution of Polish foreign-born 
in Milwaukee, 1950 

Each dot represcnts 1 0  Polish foreign-born, 
eo ehe ncarest 1 0. 

Total Polish foreign-born : 1 0, 989.  
Source of daca : U.  S.  Census, 1 950.  

The Poles did not begin arriving in Milwaukee 
until the Germans were weil established. They were 
few in number prior to 1 870,  at which time, as stated 
earlier, Milwaukee was already the largest German 
settlement in the country. 

Yet by 1 8 80  they emerged conspicuously as the 
fourth largest foreign-born group in the city and by 
1 890 they had reached second place in that category , 
which is where they have remained to the present 
time. In  1 939  Milwaukee had become the seventh 

largest Polish center in the United States. The Poles 
began leaving Europe, of course, because of economic 
hardships and a desire for religious and political 
freedom. 

But why did so many of them come to Milwaukee? 

The exodus of Poles from Europe did not occur until 
the time Milwaukee was attaining recognition as the 
largest German center in the United States. Prussian 
Poles knew the German language. Large numbers of 
them came directly to Milwaukee for that very reason. 
Also, Milwaukee was one among several industrial 
centers on the Great Lakes that offered ready employ­
ment to ne wly arrived unskilled laborers. 

Among the firs t  to leave Poland and among the 
first to arrive in Milwaukee were the Kaszubas who 
lefl: small villages in the Gdansk (Danzig) region of 
the Balti c coast. These were fishermen, accustomed 
to livin g near water. 

Some of the Kaszubas settled on Jones Isl an d, 
which w as then just a sandbar in the southern part of 
the Milw aukee h arbor, bu t which now has been joined 
to th e main l an d  an d resembles a peninsula jutting 
northward. They chose that lakeshore site because 
it was an i deal place for fishing an d was reminiscent 
of thei r B alt,i c Sea. Trout was abundant there. Fur­
thermore, the fact that they coul d sett!e there as 
" squatters" without actually buying the l and was 
i nv iting. Thei r settlement on J ones I slan d  was 
des t i ned to be only temporary  though5 ) .  

Other Kaszubas sett!ed i n  the north a long the Mil­
waukee River. The facto l'ies and !arge tanneries built 
on the river h ired them, and were responsible for 
preserving the strength of the Polish element in that 
dist rict for many y ears. l t  remained sol idly Polish 
until about thirty years ago when the normal trend 
tow ard dispersal began. Now,  in those parts of the 
Mi lwaukee River district where the Polish element 
is considered strongest, fewer than ·SO per cent of the 
inhabitants are of Polish extraction . But it is still an 
appreciable number 6) .  

The main Pol i sh district, however, a nd the one 
where segreg a·tion strongly persists, is the south cen­
tra l  section. The historical  beginning of this Polish 
colony w as 1 866, when some of the first Jones Island 
Kaszubas and other early south side sett!ers, thirty 
families in all ,  bought a church building which became 
the first Polish church in Milwaukee. Its location 
( church 1 on MAP I V) indicates in what general area 
the Poles were then settling, but just as important, it 
was a powerful determinant of where l ater-arriving 
Poles would l ive,  s ince they tend to duster closely 
about their churches. 

The church stood near what was at tha:t time the 
southern city limits. In  the then sparsely populated, 

5) Edward Kerstein : "Polish Pioneers, Lovers of Free­
dom, Laid Firm Foundacions", The Milwaukee J ournal ,  
February 9, 1 94 1 ; Thaddeus Borun: We, the Milwaukee 
Poles, Milwaukee 1 946, p.  1 5 1 .  

6) "East Side Polish Community I s  Scattering Fast To­
day", The Milwaukee Journal, January 29, 1 939 ;  Patricia 
E. Gilbert: "Play Leading Roles in Industry , Politics and
Business of City", The Milwaukee Journal, May 1 9, 1939;
Still ( 1 8) , p .  270;  Borun (4) ,  p. 1 54 .  
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wooded area near ehe church, ehe Poles , who were 
poor, could inexpensively fulfill their longing for 
land ownership and a home, even though it were just 
a log cabin. 

The fact that Poles are zealous churchgoers and 
found a church as soon as they become at ail numerous 
makes "the chronology of ehe founding of their 
churches to all intents and purposes an outline of ehe 
dates and locations of their settlements" 7) .  l t  has 
also been said that , "ehe story of early Polish settle­
ment is largely a chronicle of the expansion of their . . .
parishes" 8) .  

Map lV: Locations and founding dates o f  Polish 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

chu rches in Milwaukee 
1 866 9 
1 87 1  1 0  
1 882 1 1  
1 8 8 S  1 2  
1 8 88  13  
1 893 1 4  
1 894 1 5  
1 907 1 6  

1 907 
1 908 
1 9 1 4  
1 923 
1 925 
1 925 
1 926 
1 926 

MAP IV shows chronologically when and where 
new Polish churches (Catholic and Protestant) wcre 
founded , and is a direct reflection of how Polish pop­
ulation spread , at least until 1 926. (Churches found­
ed elsewhere in later years cannot , it seems , be con­
sidered true Polish churches in a strict sense as the 
early ones were.) I mmigrant families were o:ffered 
lots elsewhere in the city but preferred to settle 
around their churches and among their own people. 

Ridicule incurred from other groups , and poverty , 
strengthened segregative tendencies. Other factors , 

') Emily Greene Balch: Our Slavic Fellow Citizens, 
New York 1 9 1 0, p. 230 .  

8) Still ( 1 8 ) ,  p. 269.

too, were influential in conccntrating Poles in ehe 
sout1h central section , namely , ( 1 )  their forced exodus 
from Jones Island and (2) industry. 

Even though the Polish Kaszubas on Jones I sland 
lived undisturbed for many years , they were merely 
"squatters" , and it was inevitable that the expanding 
metropolis would some day encroach upon their 
simple fishing settlement . In 1 897 the I l linois Steel 
Company filed suit aga,inst ehern ; in 1 9 1 6  a carferry 
dock was begun ; in 1 920 the land was condemned in 
order that harbor facilities and a sewage disposal 
plant could be built there. The Kaszubas had to movc 
out. Many of ehern helped to swell the near-by south 
side colony , desiring as usual to live among their own 
kind. 

The important role of industry-attracting Poles to 
ehe city and strengthening their concentration on ehe 
south side-cannot be overlooked. As stated previous­
l y, growing cities of ehe Great Lakes region afforded 
ready employment to immigrant laborers. Milwaukee'; 
five leading industries between 1 870 and 1 9 1 0  were 
iron and steel , flour-milling, meat-packing, tanning, 
and brewing. And her main industrial area developed 
in  the south. Polish immigrants were recruited to meet 
factory needs for unskilled labor. Their children also 
were employed. So it was natural that they should 
live near their work. 

South side industries did and still do employ !arge 
numbers of Polish workers. Ninety per cent of ehe 
employees of one south side iron works , when estab­
l ished in 1 899, were Polish , and at present, the figure 
at that plant is still high - 60 per cent. This is  typical. 
Other prominent south side manufacturing companies 
have recently reported that the percentage of em­
ployces of Polish descent still runs as high as from 
60 to 85 per cent 9) .  

Although the number of Poles i n  the northeast 
distric1: along the Milwaukee River is declining, this 
south central community continues to grow. Of ehe 
four city wards in the heart of ehe south central com­
munity as of 1 946 , one was 98 per cent Polish and ehe 
others 89 , 70 , and 65 per cent. The Polish elemcnt is 
increasing in neighboring wards 1 0 ) .

90 80 

N 

A 

45 

'° 

Map V: Route followed by early German immigrants 
to Milwaukee 

9) Borun ( 4) p. 242.
10) Borun (4) ,  pp. 1 54-1 58.
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The south central section, then, had a variety of 
attractions for the Polish people. lt had unlimited, 
inexpensive land for settlement. This likewise was an 
attraction for industry and the presence of industry 
further encouraged Polish settlement there. Also, 
whether cause or effect-probably both, this section 
was the original focus of their church life . 

Here, in the south central section, the Poles' early 
tendency rnward segregation strongly persists. They 
still "prefer l ife among their own people to the 
movement and intermingling which was . . . charac­
teristic of the older German stock . . .  " 1 1) .  

Conclusion 

The population patterns of rhe Polish and German 
nationality groups are therefore quite different. 

The Polish group, with its !arge families, is  
increasing, and though sparse in  the greater part of 
the city and decreasing in the northeast Milwaukee 
River district, has unchallenged supremacy in thc 
south central section. 

The German group, though it has decreased in 
r e 1 a t i v e numerical importance, is  still by far the 
main component of the population. For over a 
century as Milwaukee developed and expanded, the 
German element-always present, always dominant ­
was being assimilated into the growing city, unti l 
now it is an integrated, thoroughly-distributed ingre­
dient. 
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DAS PROBLEM DER KULTURELLEN KON­
TAKTE ZWISCHEN DER NEUEN UND DER 
ALTEN WELT IN VORCOLUMBISCHER ZEIT 

IM LICHTE DER PFLANZENGEOGRAPHIE 

Hugo Groß 

The problem of contacts 
between the New and the O/d Wor!d 

in the light of plant geography 

Summary : The similarity of cultural elements which 
exists between the American Indians and Oceania, as well 
as the pre-Columbian civilisations of America and those 
of Egypt and the Near and Middle East, have repeatedly 
been explained by the assumption of cultural contacts 
between the Old and the New World in pre-Columbian 
and pre-Magellan times. This was dorre especially by 
ethnologists and anthropologists, but also by prehisto­
rians and geographers, despite the established fact that 
the New World was settled by man via north-east Asia 
as late as the late Pleistocene period. Same diffusionists 
assume trans-Atlantic, but most of them trans-Pacific 
transfer of cultural elements in both directions . If note­
worthy contacts did exist, they would have been bound 

3 . "Big Bit of Old Poland Lives in Customs Here", Thc
Milwaukee Journal, October 9, 1 947.

4 . Borun, Thaddeus: We, the Milwaukee Poles, Nowiny
Publishing Company, Milwaukee 1 946.

5 . Bruce, William George: A Short History of Milwaukee,
Bruce Publishing Company, Milwaukee 1 936.

6. "Census Tract Statistics", Chapter 32, United States
Census of Population : 1 950, Vol. I I I ,  U. S .  Bureau
of the Census, U. S. Government Printing Office,
Washington, D. C., 1 952.

7. "City Regaining German Tide", The Milwaukee
Journal, March 1 9, 1 930.

8 . "East Side Polish Colony is Scattering Fast Today",
The Milwaukee Journal, January 29, 1 939.

9. "Foreign Born Here Decrease", " The Milwaukee
Journal, February 6, 1 923.

10. Gilbert, Patricia E. :  "Milwaukee Once Known As
Athens of  America", The Milwaukee Journal, April 22,
1 939.

1 1 . Gilbert, Patricia E.: "Play Leading Roles in Industry,
Politics and Business of City", The Milwaukee Journal ,
May 1 9, 1 939.

1 2. Kerstein, Edward: "Polish Pioneers, Lovers of
Freedom, Laid Firm Foundation", The Milwaukee
Journal, February 9, 1 94 1 .

1 3 . McMahon, Paul: "Customs o f  Old World Still Alivc
in Milwaukee", The Milwaukee Journal, October 5,
1 947.

14. "Milwaukee German Settlers", The Milwaukee Jour­
nal, October 7, 1 938 .

15 . "Nativity and Parentage of  the  Foreigi, White Stock",
United States Census of Population :  1 950, Series
PC-14 ,  No. 20, U. S. Bureau of the Census, U. S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. , 1 954.

1 6. "Sixth Street Has Distinction Claim", The Milwaukee
Sentinel, J anuary 8 ,  1 922.

1 7. "Stability of Milwaukee Attributed to Unrest in Ger­
many Decades Ago", The Chicago Daily Tribune,
June 24, 1 930.

1 8 . Still, Bayrd: Milwaukee : the History of a City, The
State Historical Society, Madison 1 948 .

to  leave their mark in  domestic animals, cultivated plants 
and weeds . By studying the oldest possible herbaria, 
manuscripts, reports about the flora and general reports 
of travels, the botanist, E. D. Merri!!, came however to 
the conclusion that, out of about 1 500 cultigens of the 
world which existed at the time prior to Columbus and 
Magellan, only three species were common to both hemi­
spheres, namely the sweet potato, the coconut, and the 
common gourd, and that the distribution of the cultigens 
(with the exception of the three mentioned above) which 
today are common to both the Old and the New World, 
is the result of shipping communications during the last 
450 years . Thus the botanical data point against notable 
cultural contacts between the two hemispheres prior to 
this time. Consequently one has to conclude that the 
prehistoric civilisations of America must on the whole 
have developed independently. 

Die Vorgeschichte Amerikas ist ein besonders inter­
essantes Kapitel der prähistorischen Kulturgeschichte ;  
sie wirft die Fmge auf, ob hier Übertragung (Diffu­
sion) von Kulturelementen am der Alten Welt oder 
ganz oder hauptsächLich selbständige Erfindung an­
zunehmen ist. Amerika wurde ja  bekanntlich von der 
Alten Welt aus besiedelt, und zwar von NO-Sibirien 
aus über die nur 90 km breite Bering-Straße mit 
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